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CURRENT NOTES

Hepatitis C lookback ) :
39/0501 On Tuesday 1 February, NHS Ayrshire and Arran (NHSAA) notified 395 former patients
that a health care worker, who no longer works for NHSA A, had been found to have hepatitis C.

The health care worker had worked ir obstetrics and gynaecology at Ayrshire Central and Crosshouse
Hospitals from May 1990 to June 1991. This look-back, carried out following advice from the UK
Advisory Panel for Health Care Workers Infected with Bloodborne Viruses, is an extension of one
carried out in 2003, when 432 patients in Kent, Berkshire and Essex were contacted and tested.

No positive cases that could be linked to the virus type of the health care worker were identified
during that exercise. Since then, a patient from outside the notified group was found to have been
infected with the hepatitis C virus, probably by transmission from the health care worker.

No other areas in Scotland have been affected. Most of the patients notified by NHSAA are oufl
resident in Ayrshire and Aman. Consultants in public health medicine (CsPHM) and consultants in
communicable disease control in areas to which any patient had moved were contacted prior to 1
February 2005 for their assistance. All Directors of Public Health and CsPHM received notice of the
lookback by email on 1 February. Letters to patients contained detailed Q&As and the offer of antibody
testing. Copies of the press release and patients Q&As are in the NHSAA website
(http://www.nhsayrshireandarran.com). [Source: Dr Maida Smellie, Consultant in Public Health

Medicine (CDEH), NHS Ayrshire & Armran]

Norovirus

39/0502 To date in 2005, 25 outbreaks of norovirus (NV) infection (confirmed or suspected) have
been reported to HPS, in addition to these, two of viral and five of unknown aetiology have also been
reported. Nine of the outbreaks of NV infection have been associated with hospitals and 13 with
residential institutions and the remaining three with other locations. During the first quarter of 2004,
27 outbreaks of NV were reported along with two of viral and five of unknown aetiology. The number
reported to date in 2005, is a substantial reduction on the first quarter in 2003, during which there
were 129 outbreaks of NV infection, 15 of viral and six of unknown aetiology.

For further analysis of the figures for 2004, see this week’s Surveillance Report (pp.34-35).

Exotic disease communications strategy
39/0503 On 3 February, the Scottish Executive published Scotland’s exotic disease contingency plan

— communications strategy.

Animal health and welfare policy is fully devolved to the Scottish Parliament, and Scottish Ministers
will be responsible for determining the policy response to any animal disease emergency situation.
Given that disease knows no boundaries, however, and that Great Britain is a single epidemiological
unit, a co-ordinated disease control approach will be taken across Great Britain. Although this document
has been drafted with an outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in mind, it is designed to be broadly

applicable to animal disease emergencies in general.

The lead role in communications will be taken by SEERAD working in close partnership
with stakeholders and operational partners. The strategy document can be accessed at
http://www.scotland. gov.uk/library 5/environment/sedcp-00.asp.

‘| Corespondence ta:

The Edltor,
HPS Weekly Report
HPS..
'{ Ciflon House, Clifton Place
Glasgaw, G3 7LN
Scatland

Lothian speculum decontamination incident 2003
39/0504 The final report of the incident control team which dealt with speculum decontamination incident

T 0141-300 1100 -
F 6141300 1172 in October/November 2003 (as recorded in Current notes 37/4501, 4601) was issued on 25 January.
E wraditor@hps.scoLnhs.uk o . . X 3 . . . .
Rtp:/Awwew NS 5COtANS uk/ : The incident affected up to 100 women registered with a practice in West Lothian who were inadvertently
Printed in the UK ~ examined using inadequately decontaminated vaginal specula. No infections, either definitely or
HPS Is a division of the NHS : . ; . . .

CE | Ry oaeion of e N J‘LH,E ~ potentially attributed to the incident, have been identified. )

: Registered as a newspaper at National .
the Post Office @ HPS 2005 Services Current notes continue on page 36
e Scotland | 3 -
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