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Case of BSE in a goat confirmed: Commission extends testing programme
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IP/05/105
Brussels, 28 January 2005
Case of BSE in a goat confirmed: Commission extends testing programme

A suspeéted case of BSE in a goat slaughtered in France in 2002 has been confirmed today by a panel of
European scientists (b“t_tp ://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/biosafety/bse/crl_statement tse goats 28-01-
05_en.pdf). .

The European Commission proposes to step up testing to determine if this is an isolated incident. Although this is
the first time that BSE has been found in a goat under natural conditions, precautionary measures to protect
consumiers from this eventuality have been applied in the EU for several years. The level of TSE infection in goats
seems however to be extremely low and any possible risk to consumers is minimal, The European Commission
asked the French authorities to submit their preliminary findings to the Community Reference Laboratory (CRL)
for TSEs based in Weybridge, UK (see IP/04/1324). TSEs are transmissible spongiform encephalopathies,

namely BSE affectmg cattle and scrapie affecting goats and sheep.

Markos Kyprianou, EU Commissioner responsible for Health and Consumer Protection, said “I want to reassure consumers that
existing safety measures in the EU offer a very high level of protection. This case was discovered thanks to the EU testing
system in place in France. The testing programme has shown us that there is a very low incidence rate of TSEs in goats and
allowed us to detect suspect animals so that they can be taken out of the food chain, as was done with this goat and its entire
herd. I am proposing to extend testing further to determine whether this is an isolated incident.”

Existing safety measures

For many years, safety measures have been applied to all farmed ruminants (cattle, goats, sheep) to offer maximum public
aealth protection in case BSE in goats was ever confirmed. These safety measures include the ban on feeding animal proteins
n the form of meat-and-bone meal! (MBM), the removal of specified risk materials (i.e. the removal of tissues such as brain,
spinal cord, part of the intestines) from the food and feed chain, the slaughtering of herds affected by scrapie (a disease of
joats and sheep stmilar to BSE but not infectious for humans), and a TSE monitoring and testing programme in ali Member
States. Over 140,000 goats have been tested since April 2002, including random testing of healthy animals, sick animals and
:hose that die on the farm.

fxtension of testing regime

“ollowing this confirmation, the Commission is proposing increased testing for BSE among goats for at least 6 months (200
)00 tests of healthy goats in the EU) to determine if this is an isolated incident. The extent of the monitoring programme will
»e based on the goat population in each Member State and will focus primarily on Member States where BSE is present in the
-attle population. All confirmed TSE cases will be subjected to a three-step testing scheme, already in use, which will make it
yossible to differentiate between scrapie and BSE. These additional measures will be submitted for Member States approval at
‘he next meeting of the Standing Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health scheduled on 2-3 February 2005..

Joes this BSE case inﬂicate a widespread problem?

he conditions that existed when the affected goat was born in 2000 no longer exist and available evidence would suggest
‘hat even if the infection still exists in goats, the level would be extremely low. The feeding of meat-and-bone meal (MBM) to
-uminants Is generally considered to be the transmission route of BSE. In January 2001 the existing ban on feeding MBM to all
-uminants was extended to a total ban on feeding MBM to all farmed animals. Goats in the EU generally only live for a few
rears, which means that the majority of goats in the EU today were born after the total feed ban was put in place.

Are goat milk, cheese and meat safe?

the European Food Safety Authority has advised that based on current scientific knowledge, goat milk and derived products
ire unlikely to present any risk of TSE contamination if the milk comes from healthy animals:
ittp://www .efsa.eu.int/science/bighaz/biohaz_documents/709/bdoc_statement goatsmilk eni.pdf

_urrently, as a precautionary measure and following scientific advice, milk and meat from goats which are affected by TSE
:annot be used. These rules were in place before the case of BSE in a goat was discovered. As for cattle and sheep, specified

ttp://europa.eu.int/rapid/ pressReleas_quction.do?n;eferegrbce:lﬁ/ 05/1058&format=HTML&ag.. 2005/01/31
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isk materials (the tissues most likely to carry infectivity If the disease is present) are also removed from all goats even if

1ere is no infection detected. While it is not possible to say that there is absolutely no risk, any potential risk will be

ritigated by the safety measures put in place.

1 light of the above, the European Commission advises no change in current consumption of goat milk, cheese and ml 2
he European Commission has asked EFSA to carry out a quantitative risk assessment for goat meat and goat meat products,
rhich is expected to be ready by July 2005. .

ackground

ollowing the findings by a research group in France of a suspected BSE infection in a goat, the European Commission
nmediately made the findings public on 28 October 2004 (see IP/04/1324). The supporting data were submitted on 5
ovember, as foreseen by the EU procedure, by the French authorities to the Community Reference Laboratory (CRL) for
SEs based in Weybridge (UK), for an evaluation by an expert panel. The CRL expert panel reported their findings today
1ttp://eurgpa.eu.int/comm/faod/food/biosafety/bse/cri_statement_tse_goats_28-01-05_en.pdf).

he infected goat was born in March 2000 and slaughtered in France in October 2002 The results are only now becommg
vailable as the series of confirmatory tests included testing on mice (a so- -called “mouse bioassay”), which takes two years
» complete.

1e goat and its herd were disposed in accordance with EU rules and did not enteér either the food or feed chain, and therefore
> not represent a risk to public health. This goat was detected as part of the EU wide surveillance programme designed to
atect suspicious TSE strains in small ruminants, and was the only one in its herd of 300 goats to develop BSE. Over 140,000,
sats have been tested acrass Europe since April 2002.

ae also MEMO/05/29.

p:/ / europa.euw.int/rapid/| pressReleasesAction.do?referengg=IP/05/105&format=HTML&ag... 2005/01/31
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ABC Newsletter -71- February 11, 2005

Panel Urges Deferring French Transfusion Recipients (continued from page 6)

Panelist Mo D. Salman, PhD, held that the assessment does not characterize exposure or uncertainty so

much as it does variability. Another member said the “problem is not the framework of the risk assess-

ment, but the numbers that we plug into it.” All agreed that the risk for Factor XI-transmitted vCJD seems
low, though how low is hard to say.

“I think the models are fine. They “] think the models are fine. They identify parameters, but
identify parameters, but the con- the conclusions are just rough estimates,” said temporary
;2"5:::5 tﬁree '{:;t i:;:gehi:s:'h'gft‘:; member Stephen J. DeArmond, MD, PhD, a pathology

! professor at the University of California School of Medi-

have to get some data.” ! S ]
cine. “To me, the key issue is that we have to get some
- Stephen DeArmond, MD, PhD data.”

Organizations representing blood collectors urged restraint in adding new deferral criteria to- an already
complicated protocol. G. Michael Fitzpatrick, chief operating officer and policy officer for America’s
Blood Centers, said the panel should start thinking about an exit strategy now that clinical data show that
the BSE and vCID epidemics have passed their peaks. '

Deferring someone for receiving plasma-derived products or other transfusion of any blood product “will
cost us as many as 5 percent of our donors ... and an unreasonable stigmatization of volunteer blood do-
nors,” Dr. Fitzpatrick told the panel. What’s more, many donors have themselves received transfusions,
and would “live under a cloud of doubt, wondering if the blood they received was safe and when and if

they will show signs of vCID.”

“Another gray area facing the panel. For three decades about one-third of the New York City area blood
supply was imported from US-licensed collection facilities in Germany, Switzerland, and the Nether-
lands. Without a complicated look-back effort, Euroblood recipients are largely untraceable, though most
are assumed to have died for medical reasons. Hearing that, the panel refrained from recommending that
recipients be notified.

Any action has the potential of creating a public “hysteria” several members said. As one
committee member put it: “If we really had to be concerned, we would have seen hemo-
philia cases” becoming infected with vCJD. é

Scottish Goat May Have Had Mad Cow Disease in 1990

A goat in Scotland that was thought to have died from scrapie 15 years
ago may in fact have been infected with bovine spongiform encephalopa-
thy (mad cow disease or BSE), but it will take one or two years to
confirm the finding, the UK Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA) announced this week. The animal diéd in 1990 at
the height of the bovine spongiform encephalopathy. (BSE) outbreak
among UK cattle. If confirmed, it would be the second goat to test posi-
tive for BSE following reports last month that a French goat that died in
2002 had the disease. .

“More sensitive testing methods have found the sample had traits similar to samples from goats experi-
mentally infected with BSE,” DEFRA said in a press release (2/8/05). Additional tests are now being

(continued on page 8)
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Scottish Goat May Have Had Mad Cow Disease (continued from page 7)

conducted because the single result, using just one test method, is insufficient to confirm that the goat had
BSE, the agency said. Rapid molecular methods to discriminate BSE and scrapie cannot be applied bé-
cause no frozen tissues are available so the tests will take o:ne-two years, at the earliest, to complete.

According to DEFRA, scientists at the UK Veterinary Laboratories Agency made the finding after learn-
ing about the French goat with BSE. The agency had been checking whether methods developed to
discriminate between scrapie and BSE in sheep could also differentiate these diseases in a goat.

“It is important to put this initial finding into context. It dates back to 1990 which was at the height of the
BSE outbreak in cattle and before the reinforced feed ban was introduced in 1996,” said DEFRA Chief
Veterinary Officer Debby Reynolds. “This means that there
is a distinct possibility that the animal, if infected with BSE,
was exposed to contaminated feed.”

“Few if any goats from 1990 are
likely to still be alive today, and
BSE has not been found in the . . oo

- current UK goat population.” “In light of the recent case of BSE in a goat from France, the
— UK Food Standards Agency European Cornn_ussnon says it is important to Perfonn:;n-
creased surveillance on goats on a European-wide basis to

establish the current incidence of TSEs in the goat popula-
tion. In line with this, DEFRA will be stepping up its TSE survelllance program for goats,” Dr. Reynolds

said.

The agency will also ask the Spongiform Encephalopathy Advisory Committee for its comments on the
new finding at its March 3 meeting.

Goat Meat and Milk Safe. The UK Food Standards Agency said that it does not ad?ise people to avoid
goat meat, milk or other products. “Few if any goats from 1990 are likely to still be alive today and BSE
“has not been found in the current UK goat population,”” the agency said in a news release.

“The most recent advice on dairy products from the European Food Safety Authority states that milk
products from goats are unlikely to present any risk of contamination provided the milk is sourced from
healthy animals, irrespective of country of origin,” the UK Food Standards Agency added

Since testing for scrapie in goats began in 1993, Britain has found only eight infected animals among its
88,000. é

Mad Cow Cases in US and Canada Isolated Incidents, UN Agency Says.

E'I'he few cases of bovine sponglform encephalopathy (BSE or mad cow dxsease) n cattle n C
the US-should. not cause panic among consumers and producers, the UN Food and: Agnculture @

-~ tion (FAO) said last week in a statement (2/7/05). “Nor should the single case‘of BSE recently co
~in a.goat in France,” the agency added. (The statement was issued beﬁ)re the UK reported a suspe
‘of BSE in a goat that died in 1990. See story above.) E

“'I‘he three cases in Canada and the one case in the US from an 1mported animal are 1solat !
said FAO animal production expert Andrew Speedy. These cases were detected because of the testing

(continued on pagc 9)
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