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INFECTIOUS DISEASE UPDATES: (continued from page 17)

BSE/CJD

The Netherlands last week announced it will ban blood donation by people who have been trans-
fused since 1980 — to address concerns about the potential transmission of the human version of
mad cow disease through blood transfusion. The “precautionary measure” follows two suspected Brit-
ish cases of the transmission of variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease (vCID) through transfusion. “Excluding
so-called ‘transfusion donors’ can fight the possible ... spread of vCID,” Dutch Health Minister Hans
Hoogervorst said in a letter to the Dutch parliament. The Netherlands has no cases of vCJD but the coun-
try already has a wide range of measures to prevent the disease, including a ban on anyone donating
blood who lived in the United Kingdom for six months or more between 1980 and 1996. “Testing of do-
nor blood for Creutzfeldt-Jakob is not an alternative because there is no test available to detect this
disease,” the Dutch Health Ministry said. Dutch health officials said they expected only eight percent of
donors to be affected by the new rules. Blood banks will launch a drive to encourage new donors to come
forward and health officials do not expect a shortage due to the new measures. (Source: Reuters, 12/9/04)

INFLUENZA

Following inspections of flu vaccine manufacturer Chiron’s plant in Liverpool, England, the Food
and Drug Administration has issued a letter of warning to the company, citing several regulatory
violations at the plant and urging Chiren to make improvements or face further sanctions. British
regulators shut down Chiron’s plant in October based on contamination concerns there, and FDA regula-
tors subsequently visited the plant to conduct their own inspections. The waming letter cites a variety of
problems at the plant, including faulty manufacturing processes that allowed bacteria to grow and con-
taminate vaccine supplies. FDA asked Chiron to outline its own investigations and provide more details
on its remediation plan, which was submitted to the agency last month. FDA plans to conduct further
inspections after the company says it has achieved compliance. The waming letter further jeopardizes
Chiron’s chances of contributing to the US flu vaccine supply next year. British regulators already have
extended their suspension of Chiron’s license until April, and the company says it would need to begin
production in March to deliver vaccines by next year’s flu season. (Source: US4 Today, 12/13/04)

The Food and Drug Administration has authorized the use of GlaxoSmithKline influenza vaccine,
Fluarix, in the United States under an Investigational New Drug application. In addition, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services has reached an agreement with the company to purchase 1.2
million doses of the vaccine for distribution to areas most in need. The doses of Fluarix vaccine are in
addition to the existing supply of 61 million doses of licensed influenza vaccine, which includes about 58
million doses of Aventis injectable vaccine and 3 million doses of FluMist nasal spray. Beginning last
week, the Fluarix vaccine was shipped to the United States for distribution by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), based on the agency’s determination of communities most in need.
Fluarix has not been licensed for usc in the United States and will be administered under an Investiga-
tional New Drug application (IND). The Fluarix vaccine being purchased by HHS has been approved by
the European equivalents of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), but is considered an investiga-
tional drug in this country because it is not currently licensed by FDA. Patients who are offered the
Fluarix vaccine must sign an informed consent form that provides important information and acknowl-
edges that they are aware of the potential adverse effects associated with the investigational vaccine.
(Source: HHS press release, 12/5/04)

In a related development, the US federal government has purchased and stockpiled antiviral medi-
cines to treat more than 7 million people infected with the flu. According to the Department of Health
and Human Services, supplies of antiviral medicines also exist in the private sector and manufacturers

(continued on page 19)
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Subject: PRO/AH/EDR> BSE, goat - France 2002:Conf, " 'w «- s e '

~ X-ProMED-Id: 20050128.0312 o | 1 ’7

Sender; owner-promed-ahead-edr@promed. 131d harvard. edu:. T G

~ Reply-To: promedNOREPLY@prorned 151d harvard edu
Precedence: bulk

BSE, GOAT - FRANCE 2002: CONFIRMED

***********************************

A ProMED-mail post
' .<http //www promedma1Lorg>

- ',Internanonal SGClety for Infectlous Dlseases |

~ Date; Fdi 2;5 Jan2005% .
- From: George Robertson<robertson@pda org>
-_ ?'Source ‘BBC NEWS, 28 Jan 2005 [edited] R
_ <http://news.bbe.co.uk/go/pr/fr/- /2/h1/europe/ 4216431 stm>
"Mad cow' dxsease found in goat

- A French goat has tested posmve for mad COW dlsease ~ the 1st ammal in
‘ [Thts statement. wouid have been correct if the term "food animal® was used

~ instead of "animal’; the BSE agent is believed to have crossed the species fjf

- barrier and be the common source of transmissible spongiform o
'encephalopatmes (TSEs) in several other species of wild b0v1dae inzoos
- and in species of felidae. - Mod.AS] S
- The European Commissmn says further testmg will be done to determine

whether the inmdent is an isolated one.

N 'han IOO people in the UK have died from VCJD (varlant e
o “C,j_ utzfeldt Jakob Dzsease) the human form of BSE, after eating tamted,_:”' ' ’
~ beef. [The correct UK ﬁgures updated 10 Jan 2005, are: deaths from |
~definite vCJD 106, deaths from definite or probabie VCJD 148 E
- See 20050111. 0095. - Mod.AS] | i
~ But the EC stressed on Friday [28 Jan 2005] that precaunonary measures put i
g jfm piace inrecent years to protect the human food chain from contammated o
 meats meant there was no need for alarm over the latest finding.
~ Markos Kypnanou EU Commissioner responsible for Health and Consumer
Protection, said: "I want to reassure consumers that existing safety .
measures in the EU offer a very high level of protection. This case was
discovered thanks to the EU testing system in place in France. The testing
programine has shown us that there is a very low incidence of TSEs in goats o
~and allowed us to detect suspect animals so that they can be taken out of
the food chain, as was done with this goat and its entire herd."
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ffldences of TSEs in animals such as cats and antelopes have
o the BSE stram there is some debate over whether
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