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A suspected case of BSE in a goat slaughtered in France m 2002 has been
confirmed today by a panel of European scientists; ' 1 7
_ <http://europa.ewint/commy/food/ food/biosafety/ bse/crl_statement_tse _goats_28-
01-05_en.pdf>
The European Commission proposes to step up testing to determme whether
this is an isolated incident. Although this is the st time that BSE has
. been found in a goat under natural conditions, precautionary measures to -
- protect consumers from this eventuality have been applied in the EU for
~ several years. However, the level of TSE infection in goats seems to be -
extremely low, and any possible risk to consumers is minimal, |
- The European Commission asked the French authorities to submlt their
~ preliminary findings to the Commumty Reference Laboratory (CRL) for TSEs
- based in Weybridge, UK. TSEs are transmissible spongiform encephalopathles,
~ namely BSE affecting cattle and scrapie affecting goats and sheep. g
~ Markos Kyprianou, EU Commissianer responsible for Health and Constimer
- Protection, said "I want to reassure consumers that existing safety : |
- measures in the EU offer a very high level of protection. This case was
discovered thanks to the EU testing system in place in France. The testing
- programme has shown us that there is a very low incidence rate of TSEs in
- goats and allowed us to detect suspect animals sa that they can be taken
“out of the food chain, as was done with this goat and its entire herd. [ am
proposing to extend testmg further to determlne whether thls is an
- isolated incident." | S R ,
Ex:stmg safety measures

For many years safety measures have been apphed to all farmed ruminants
(cattle, goats, sheep) to offer maximum public health protection in case
BSE in goats was ever confirmed. These safety measures include the ban on
feeding animal proteins in the form of meat-and-bone meal (MBM), the -
“removal of specified risk materials {ie. the removal of tissues suchas
- brain, spinal cord, part of the lntestmes) from the food and feed chain,
the slaughtermg of herds affected by scrapie (a disease of goats and sheep
- similar to BSE but not infectious for humans), and a TSE monitoring and
- testing programmie in all Member States. Over 140 000 goats have been tested
since April 2002, including random testing of healthy animals, sick animals
and those that die on the farm.
Extension of testing reglme HEEE

| ,Fcllowmg thls conﬁrmatlon the Comrmssu)n is proposmg mcreased testmg
for BSE among goats for at least 6 months (200 00O tests of healthy goats
in the EU) to determine whether this is an isolated incident. The extent of
the monitoring programme will be based on the goat population in each
‘Member State and will focus primarily on Member States where BSE is present
- in the cattle population. All confirmed TSE cases will be subjected to a
3-step testing scheme already in use, which will make it possible to
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The mfected goat was born in March 2000 and slaughtered in France in
~ October 2002. The results are only now becoming available, as the series of
fzconﬁrmatory tests included mouse b:oassay (testmg on rmce) Wthh takes 21 7
i years to complete

not enter either the food or feed chain, and therefore do not represent a
risk to public health. This goat was detected as part of the EU-wide
surveillance programme designed to detect suspicious TSE strains in small
e :»_:irurrﬂnan_ts and was the only one in its herd of 300 goats to deveIOp BSE

: <http //europa euint/ comm/food/ food/ blosafety/bse/ crl_statement_ tse _gaats 28
- 01-05_en.pdf> o

- The TSE Community Reference Laboratory Expert Group On Strams

8 ;E'J-P“:Qg_ress report on actions from the meetmg on 25 Nov 2004

o T 'drafted by Marion Slmmons and John Spiropoulos using data and
. :;éjanalySIS supplied by VLA Weybridge, IAH (NPU) Edinburgh, AFSSA and INRA
- Executive summary [28 Jan 2005] o
. These investigations have been pursued by the transfer of materials from
- _'expenmentaliy inoculated mice to the Veterinary Laboratories Agency and
~_the Institute for Animal Health, for blind peer review. In addition,
«f'_;;?;jexpenmental caprme BSE was pmwded to AFSSA by the IAH for furthe

;_,by the VLA on behalf of the Expert Group and has been agreed to by
'f",;‘-Professor Bruce {IAH). . ' '
A more comprehensive report of our fmdmgs has been prov1ded to the French

S rsclentlsts who submitted the samples : i L
E Conclusmn - e

o Our fmdmgs and interpretation of the western immunoblotting work done at
- AFSSA, support the conclusion that the French caprine isolate (CH636) is
,*ilkely to contain the BSE strain. :
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*##########################################################*
************************************************************

' PrQMED—mail makes every effort to verify the reports that | ]_ 7 |
are posted, but the accuracy and completeness of the e L
1information, and of any statements or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
using information posted or archived by ProMED-mail. ISID

_and its associated service providers shall not be held
_responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any

- damages incurred as a result of use or rehance upon posted
or archived material.

= ************************************************************

,,.-v_f_Visu: EquED mall s web Slte at <http /wWwW. promedmall org>, -

e '(NOT; to an individual moderator) If you do not glve your
full name and affiliation, it may not be posted. Send |
. ccmmands to subscrlbe/ unsubscribe, get archives, help,
etc. to; ma;ordomo@promedmaﬂ org. For assistance froma
~ human being send mail to: owner- -promed@promedmail.org.
############################################################
.############################################################
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