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IBTS introduces additional restrictions to reduce vCID risk

IBTS introduces additional restrictions to reduce vCID risk

The Irish Blood Transfusion Service today (Sunday) announced additional restrictions on blood
donation to reduce further the risk of vCID being transmitted by blood transfusion. The IBTS
continues to monitor the situation and has decided that from tomorrow (Monday 1st
November 2004) the IBTS will no longer accept biood donations from the following:

People who have spent one year or more in total in the UK between 1 January 1980 and 31
December 1996

People who have had certain operations in the UK on or after 1 January 1980. This includes
neurosurgery, eye surgery, appendectomy, tonsillectomy, adenoidectomy, splenectomy and
lymph node biopsy.

Since the possibility of transmission of vCID by blood transfusion first emerged, the IBTS
have taken a number of precautionary steps incduding:

From November 1999 the removal of most of the white cells from blood (white cells and
plasrn_a are considered by experts to be potential sources of infection).

From April 2001, people who had spent § years or more in the UK between 1980 and 1996
were excluded from donating blood.

The exclusion of people who had previously received blood transfusions outside Ireland.

The importation of plasma products from BSE free areas to further decrease the risk of
transmission.

The issuing of guidance to all doctors in January 2001, setting out best practice for blood
usage in surgical patients.

From May 2004, people who had spent 3 years or more in the UK between 1980 and 1996
were excluded from donating as were people who had received blood transfusions in the
Republic of Ireland (other than autologous transfusions) on or after 1 January 1980.

Dr William Murphy, National Medical Director said: " we are introducing this additional :
restriction to further reduce the threat of transmission of vCID through blood transfusion. This :
new restriction means that fewer people will be able to give blood and will result in the loss of :
about 4,000 donors. However, we will still need to collect 3,000 donations per week to ensure
that we can supply hospitals with the blood necessary for patient care. So we need to find
4,000 new donors and we need existing donors to give blood regularty.”

He urged anyone who had not donated before or who had not donated recently to become a
blood donor, if they fulfil the acceptance criteria. "Without a commitment to blood donation
from the community, modern healthcare just can’t happen. It is not up to someone else to do
it, it is up to you, and to everyone who can."

Chief Executive Andrew Kelly said: "we realise by introducing these measures we will lose
some of our most loyal donors. We would like to thank them for the difference they have

made to so many lives. We would ask that they encourage others to take their place and

become committed regular donors."
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Irish Blood Transfusion Service :: Share Life, Donate Blood

Note for Editors
- The Irish Blood Transfusion Service is respon51ble for cotlecting, processing, testing and

issuing blood in Ireland. .
- The IBTS needs to coilect about 160,000 donations of blood every year, that is aboc13,oooz
donations a week
- Giving blood saves lives, yet only 5% of the eligible population give blood. {
- One in four people will need a transfusion at sometime in their lives

- Between 1-2% of the population need a blood transfusion every year

ARINT

Thu, 16 Sep 2004

1 in 4 will need a blood transfusion - Westlife lends support as IBTS launches Blood for Life
Week 19-25th September 2004

Mon, 26 Jul 2004

IBTS extends temporaw deferral for West Nue V;rus to Alqarv
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Wed 14 Jul 2004
IBTS launches 2003 Annual Report : )
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msh Blood Transfusxon qervscn= to mtroduce new measures to reduce risk of vQID
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- Fri, 12 Mar 2004
Statement from the Chairpersen of the 18TS
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Tue, 27 Jan 2004
Stnllorqan Blood Donation Chnnc ofﬁcxa!ly opened by Presndent of Ireland todayl Tuesday

E 2003 [5 2002 [5 2001

¥

- a: Rationat Blood Centre, James' Street, Dublin 8 t: 00’3531 4322500 f: 00 3531 4322930 . _e: info@ibts.ie  Disclimer  Piivacy -

Attp/ fwww ibts je/press_rel.cfm?mID=68s1D=94&ssID=22&yr-2004 &rellD=34 (2/2)2004/12/02 13:55:52
137



8cl

AR 21

E¥ER No. 6
ERBNE TIRHE BERER
e & |
g —8AEE o
- e B—HATH | FERRWORS | MALEM
2004.12.1 L
- . ProMed. AP
BEEH AmIBT VT L ROy | ZOILE0040 ;:?l
DABRE | 2004.11.23
FRHETFALTS I 20 (AERFR+ER) = , .
BEEERE) | i ieriT3oes (RAmLED IR« Expatica, AFP f2
M%@%W2MM¢11523E\ﬂ¢§&&6%5@7U4V7IWFTJ7ﬁ(WHD)E%#B@Méhtmﬁ ERLOEERERIRR-
(ﬁﬂﬂ@ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%%btoM%@%Kiék\:@FT“(7?VZ?9WE®VWDE%)HH%U¥ T DB HEIRG

YOIk Y

BLTW3IPFThr LTS,

m%zmz@w%m&@mbtb#mébrmtowﬁ@%m\:@Ff~®mmmmﬁﬁmﬁmm,mmﬁﬁﬂ\

mﬁ%@&ﬂkbfﬁménrwttbn\ﬁ%&%ﬁ%ﬁtr%b‘ﬁm&@mkmmw&ﬂmﬁmzﬁz%Em
%Uz&%ﬁ%&%%ﬁﬁm@trﬁ%&&ﬁ%:&m&aaﬁ&tomﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂtﬁbrm\mkﬁﬁoﬁ@ﬁ
mﬁﬁénfﬁaf\bL@%UZ7ﬁ&ot&LT%\ﬁﬁl@*@éiéi&&%ﬁﬁbf%ﬁénUX&ﬁﬁ

HEEROER

SROM G

(MREBEIL. 2HB L RIMOBROHIERM I u sy
=V b a7R® (vCID) BELXRER L. ThEOBHEE
BB LI DRETH B,

INETOREMEZETIT, b MIBWVT, mETSEMA
ZN LT vCID MEIET 2 L5 Il 220y, IERETY
FUBTNT I BRI OMETRCHENICRESND L0
RELH DI, BIMIZLY vCID IR D ATREME AR &
NIZ eb, SHLIBROMEICBD B, ,

M. BARTFHIT, BN 36 » Bic— NS ER» 5
5 Fr—2EMRICRLERE LT3,

HTH+FEFALTIL20
F+ETLTIL2S
mEERPET B LT
H3RT 5 RIMEGIES

3 1






