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ELIGIBILITY CLASSIFICATION FOR
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE

—— Verifying the present method with the "Comprehensive
Eligibility Classification” —

Naoki IIKEGAMIY, Keita YAMAUCHIY, Masahiro KAWAGOE®
and Yasuo TAKAGI®

Because of the flaws in the eligibility classification proposed by the Ministry of Health
and Weifare, we developed the "Comprehensive Eligibility Classification (CEC)"”. The
CEC groups the subjects into the clinical states of “light”, *dementia”, and “heavy” based
on assessment items from the MDS-HC. In this study, we verify the Ministry's revised
methodology using the CEC. We also verify the cut-off points of the CEC’s clinical states
with the standard classifications for activity and dementia status. The subjects are 1,007
(587 community care, 420 institutional care} elderly who had applied to be evaluated for
their eligibility status and from whom extensive assessment information compiled by the
Eligibility Committee could be obtained. These subjects were assessed for the itemns that
compose the CEC by the same person and at the same date in most cases. The results
show that the 85 items used by Ministry has reliability problems in its middle ranges, and .
that the dementia status is not adequately reflected in its classification. The CEC’s cut~-
off points for its ADL score reflect the activity levels and that for its CPS (Cognitive
Performance Scale) levels reflect the dementia levels. These results suggest that the
Ministry’s present method should be extensively revised.

Key words: Long-term care insurance/eligibility classification/MDS-HC/IADL/dementia
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