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transfused, but without adverse reactions associated to the
unit {44]. In any event, transfusion-related clinical syndromes
from PCs transfusion are often difficult, if not impossible to
prove [43]. The lack of signs for transmissions of a bacterial
infection is consistent with the assumption of either a low
bacterial load or limited pathogenicity [10].

Therefore, further studies are needed to clarify the clinical
significance of transfusion-transmitted bacterial infection in
regard to P. acnes, taking into account that many recipients
of PCs are immunosupressed or neutropenic. Studies of
clinical syndromes including endocarditis, postcraniotomy
infections, arthritis and spondylodiscitis, endophthalmitis
and pansinusitis caused by P. acnes are currently being
performed to confirm its pathogenic potential and clinical
significance [15,45]. ‘

In conclusion, depending on the species and inoculums,
differences in bacterial growth in PCs are often observed.
Bacterial contamination of blood components may not always
result in bacterial multiplication, because some organisms
may not be able to survive the storage conditions due to
autosterilization in the blood component. Other strains of
bacteria may survive in the unit in low numbers but not
multiply. In this study; we demonstrated that P. acnes is a
frequent contaminant of blood components in platelet bacteria
screening. But, due to its slow growth, the levels of bacteria
in blood components ‘may be too low to result in sepsis upon
transfusion: However, optimized growth conditions using
automated culture in platelet screening offers such species
the opportunity to grow and be detected at the end of storage,
but these conditions do not reflect the real storage and
growth conditions of PCs.
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Avian influenza — situation in China - update 5

9 December 2007

The Ministry of Health in China has reported a new case of human infection w1th the H5N1 avian mﬂuenza virus in Jiangsu
" Province. The case was confirmed by the national laboratory on 6 December.

The 52-year old male is the father of the 24-year old man who died from H5N1 infection on 2 December 2007. He is one of the
close contacts placed under medical observation by national authorities. He developed symptoms on 3 December and was sent -
immediately to hospltal for treatment.

. Of the 27 cases confirmed to date in China, 17 have been fatal.
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