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© proxects 24 April 2009 -- The Uniked States G has rep
i ril -- The Unite ates Goveérnment has reported seven confirmed human casés of Swi
- . Inﬂ:f‘.enzadNHINlhmdthe'l:j-'?Aﬂ(ﬁve in (ialifomia and twa in Texas) and nine suspect cases. All sevu;'r?e
. ; confirmed cases had mild Influenza-Like lllness (ILI), with anly one requiri d italizati
Alert & Response St od cases had mia o , ¥, one requiring brief hospitalization. No
Operations .
Diseases .. ) The Qﬂvemn‘;ent of l‘flci)gico has report;:d three separate events. In the Federal District of Mexico, o
. surveillance began picking up cases of ILI starting 18 March. Th ber of i il
_Global Giutb 3 q 9 e number of cases has risen steadil
Alort & Res;::::e through April and as of 23 April there are now more than 854 cases of pneumonia from the capital..yof
Notework those, 59 have died. In San Luis Patosi, in central Mexico, 24 cases of ILI, with three deaths, have
e been rcportgd. And from Mexicali, near the border with the United States, four cases of IL1, with no
Biorisk Reduction  deaths, havé been reported.. - .
) Of the Mexican cases, 18 have been labon;atory confirmed in Canéda as Swine Influe
L 3 e 3 T ! nza A/HINL
while 12 of those are genetically identical to the Swine Influenza A/HIN viruses from‘Caﬁ{omia.'
The méjon'ty of these cases have occurred iﬁ oﬁerwise healthy young adults. Infiuenza ﬁor
: $ C J ; . ‘mall
;ﬁe!xs the very young and the very old, but these age groups have not been heavily affected iny
exico. : .
Becauseht:he;'e are guTan ;;@s'es associated with an animal influenza virus, and because of the . :
geographical spread of multiple community outbreaks, plus the s hat
_ affected, these events are of high concern. ‘P amewhat unusual age groups
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Alert & Response deaths have been reported.
Operations i

Diseases . The Government of Mexico has reported three separate events. In the Federal District of Mexico,

' surveillance began picking up cases of ILI starting 18 March. The number of cases has risen steadily
.Global_(Jutbreak * through April and as of 23 April there are now more than 854 cases of pneumonia from the capital. Of
Afert & Response . those, 59 have died. In San Luis Potosi, in céntral Mexico, 24 cases of ILI, with three deaths, have
Network . been reported. And from Mexicali, near the border with the United States, four cases of ILI, with no
Biorisk Reduction deaths, have been repor‘_ced. ’ ’

Of the Mexican cases, 18 have been laboratory confirmed 'in Caﬁada as Swine Influenza A/HIN1,
while 12 of those are genetically identical to the Swine Irifluenza A/HIN1 viruses from California.

The majority of these cases have accurred in otherwise healthy young adults. Inflienza normally
affects the very young and the very old, but these age groups have not been heavily affected in
Mexico. R ’ :

PyT

Because there are human cases associated with an animal influenza virus, and because of the
geographical spread of multiple community outbreaks, plus the somewhat unusual age groups
affected, these events are of high concern. o - . :

r . . ) . ’ ‘
¥ The Swine Influenza A/HINL viruses characterized in this outbreak have not been previously detected
. in pigs or humans. The viruses so far characterized have been sensitive to oseltamivir, but resistant
to both amantadine and rimantadine. : )

The World Health Organization has been in constant contact with the health authorities in the United-

States, Mexico and ‘Canada in order to better understand the risk which these ILI events pose. WHO

(and PAHO) is sending missions of experts to Mexico to work with health authorities there. It is helping

its Member States to increase field epidemiology activities, laboratory diagnosis and clinical .

management. Moreover, WHO's partners in the Global Alert and Response Network have been alerted

and are ready to assist as requested by the Member States. o : . . .

WHO acknowledges the United States and Mexico f_or:thgir proactive reporting and their collaboration
with WHO and will continue to work with Member States to further characterize the outbreak..
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€i . 27 April 2009 -- The current situation regarding the outbreak of swine influenza A(H1IN1) is evalving !

rapidly. As of 27 April 2009, the United States Government has reported 40 (aboratory confirmed ,
human cases of swine influenza A(H1N1), with no deaths. Mexico has reported 26 confirmed hiiman i
cases of infection with the same virus, tincluding seven deaths. Canada has reported six cases, with no i
deaths, while Spain has reported one case, with no deaths. ' i

Alert & Response
Operations

Diseases

» Global Qutbreak
Alert & Response
Network -

Further information on the situation will be available on the WHO website on a regular basis. '

WHO advises no restriction of regular travel or closure of borders. It is considered prudent for people
~ wha are ilt to delay‘ internatiqnal travet and for people developing symptams following international
travel to seek medical attention, in line with guidance from national authorities. .

Biorisk Reduction

There is also no risk of infection from this virus from 6onsump_tion of well-cooked pork and pork
products. Individuals are advisgd to wash hands thoroughly with soap and water on a regular basis
and should. se'ek medical attention if they develop any symptoms of influenza-like illness,

Related links

Swine influenza yweh site
Daily updates will be posted on this site,

© 18-2u}

2009/ 04/30 lQ:43:52_Computen§T06201 3 Useryuiko_sagae

WHO | Swine influenza - Microsoft Internet Explorer

CIANE

FED ETV BRCANR Y-AD AN
SB - x| 2 &% BRCAT X - ;- 1A
N 53 ] <] ES . = - a EE
. v .' I
B )
v &} http/Yewwwho.int/ mediacentre /news /statements 72009/hin1 .20090427/en/indexhtm! v B8 _1
English | Frangais Pycaam ~
5 ‘ Crall wHO . This site only
‘Home
About WHO ¥HO > Pregramumes and projecks > Medis centre > Statements 200
Countries’ printatle version V
Health topics * Staternant b 1O Directar -Gengral, Or Margeret Chan
. 7 Aprit 2009
. Publications 27 Apr
Data and statistics * Swine influenza
Progi-ammes and § B _ . : R i
projects : The Emergency Committee, established in compliance with the Internationat Health Regulations
(2005), held its second meeting on 27 April 2009. :
M2 8 ce tre ) - .
Netws The Committee considered available data on confirmed outbreaks < eicted lin =
’ of A/HINI1 swine influenza in the United States of America, Mexico, - F
Events and-Canada. The Committee also considered reports of possible e i ]
. iti ies.” - . Swine jofluenza i
Fact sheets spread to additional countries , 3 ‘
"Multimedia On the advice of the Committee, the WHO Director-General W
. - N N P e ert
- decided on the following. . -
.- Contacts ) E .
’ . International Health Requlations
e The Director-General has raised the level of inflienza {IHR)
pandemic alert from the current phase 3 te phase 4. - -
_The change to a higher phase of pa_ﬁdemic alert indicates that the likefihood of a pandemic has
increased, but not that a pandenmic is inevitable. BN
As further information becomes available, WHO may deécide to eithier revert to phase 3 or raise
the level.of alert to another phase, - -
This decision was based primarily on epidemiological data demonstrating human-to-human
transmission and the-ability of the virys to cause community-level outbreaks. ) T
* Given the widespread presence of the virus, the Director-Gcnera_l _cnn;iciered_that containment )
: . of the outbreak is not feasible. The current focus should be on mitigation measures. . -
AT, © 122k
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.,News The Committee considered available data on confirmed outhreaks ta-od lin"
: -~ of A/MINL swine influenza in the United States of America, Mexico, -elaed lin's

Events . and Canada. The Committee ‘also considered reports of possible N .

Fact sheets spread to additional countries. Swine influenza

Multimedia : On the advice of the Committee, the WHO Director-General "d"“t ks HIO ase of

Contacts ‘ decided on the foilowing. . pandemic alert -

) : ) . International Health Requlations - g
e The Director-General has raised the ievel of influenza {IHR) -

pandemic alert from the current phase 3 to phase 4.

The change to a higher phase of pandemic alert indicates that the likelihood of 2 pandemic has
increased, but not that a paridemic-is inevitable.

LyT

_As further information becomes available, WHO may decide to either revert to phase 3 or raise
the level of alert to another phase.

This decision was based primarily on epidemiological data demonstrating human-to-human -
transmission and the ability of the virus to cause community-level outbreaks.

e Given the widespread presence of the virus, the Directar-General considered that containment
of the outhreak is not feasible. The current focus should be on mitigation measures. -

© The Director-General recommended not to dose bor‘der.s and riot to restrict international travel.
1t was considered prudent for people whao are ill to delay international travel and for people
developing symptoms following international travel to seek medical attention.

-e The Director-General considered that production of seasonal influenza vaccine should continue
at this time, subject to re-evaluation as the situation evolves: WHO will facilitate the process
- needed to develop a vaccine effective against A(H1N1) virus.

e The Director-General stressed that all measures should conform with the purpose and scope of
the International Health Regulations. : .
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2009 HIN1 Flu Virus

Information about Newly Emerging 2009 H1N1 Influenza
Virus and Blood Safety

L. Background

The ongoing outbreak of new emerging 2009 HINI Influenza Virus (HIN1 flu) infections in the
United States has raised questions about whether this virus can be transmitted through blood
transfusion. No case of transfusion transmitted seasonal influeriza has ever been reported in the
United States or elsewhere, and, to date, no cases of transfusion transmitted HIN1 flu have been
reported. FDA is continuing to work with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
is in close contact with the AABB Interorganizational Task Force on Pandemic Influenza and the
Blood Supply to monitor this outbreak and its impact on blood safety and availability.

At this time, it is important to remember that, when clinically indicated, the benefits of a transfusion
far outweigh the risks, including any theoretical risk of HIN] flu transmission through blood or
blood products.

IL. Blood Safety Provisions -
Donor Deferral

Under FDA regulations, individuals who are not in good health are not suitable to donate blood and
blood establishments must defer these potential donors. (See FDA regulations at 21 CFR 640.3.)
‘Blood donor screening procedures currently in place at blood establishments should identify persons
with symptoms. of HIN1 flu infection. The symptoms of HIN1 flu in people are similar to the
symptoms of regular human influenza and include fever, cough, sore throat, body aches, headache,
chills and fatigue. Some people have reported diarrhea and vomiting associated with HIN] flu.
Severe illness and deaths have been reported among infected individuals in Mexico and in the U.S.

The donor screening procedures in place today are important measures in réducing the theoretical
risk of transfusion transmitted HIN1 flu, particularly in areas where human cases are occurring. In
addition, the continued standard practice of blood establishments in ‘maintaining good hygiene and
infection control practices will help to minimize possible spread of HIN1 flu in blood
establishments. Staff member hand washing between contacts with different donors is especially
important. :

Additional information on illness with HIN1 flu and general control strategies can be obtained at the-
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website at
http://www.cde.gov/swineflw/index htm.

Potential Component Quarantine and Retrieval

. Consistent with FDA’s October 2006 Guidance on Biologic Product Deviation Reporting for Blood
+and Plasma Establishments (see http://www.fda.gov/cher/edIns/dev 1d htm) Medical Directors of
blood establishments should consider whether a post donation report of a flu-like illness in a donor -
indicates that the previously collected products are unsuitable and that the donor’s suitability for .
-~ future donations should be assessed (e.g. deferral until well.) In addition to routine reporting of *
" identified cases of HIN1 flu to state and local health departments, medical diregtors with any case

149
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raising concems regarding potential transfusion transmission of influenza, may contact us at the
Therapeutics and Blood Safety Branch of the CBER Office of Biostatistics and Epidemiology at
301-827-3974, as well as the CDC via state and local health departments, as appropriate.

Safety of Plasma Derivatives

The newly emerging 2009 HiN1 Influenza Virus is a large lipid-enveloped virus. Validation studies
performed by the product manufacturers have shown that viruses with similar characteristics to this

agent are effectively inactivated and/or removed by the manufacturing processes in place for these
products. . .

Return to 2009 HINT Flu Virus Main Page

Updated: April 30, 2009

150

btes / ramenae Fdon wmsod A B T A i e 0



Zzwbmoow —inf1002
OQ T -

NNPL2009-infl002 |

about ISID | membership | programs | publications | resources | 14th ICID | site map

)

2

DT

SROREMMEO—-SEE

E._‘mzz.»iozl. SocIETY
FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES | Search Criteria | Result _._mn { Display Report | Search Help

Navigation Archive Number 20090425.1557
Published Date 25-APR-2009
Subject PRO/AH/EDR> mszcmz.um A (H1N1) virus, human - N America (02)

SEBAY
(BRLOTBEORERR]

T BREHRI
WTIR, BERICIENSY,

Home
Subscribe/Unsubscribe
Search Archives . INFLUENZA A :.:i: VIRUS, HUMAN - NORTH AMERICA (02)

e 2 s 2t R F RS S 2222 A2 2 R A AR AR AL AL A0S

KRBT, Fri-lzB e
HMBERBRORIEL>TE
Y, RE&Y B R L%

[(FDite5ER]
745,

BRERRIZOLTIE. BREYL
TaRAEESF I

FHEDTERBKRR-201t
L

RBRLE

Announcements
A ProMED-mail post

Recalls/Alerts <http://www.promedmail .org>
Calendar of Events ProMED-mail is a program of the
International Society for Infectious Upmmmmmm

Maps of Outbreaks <http://www.isid. orgs

AEER
*E

Y

F—HAFH | FERSSORS YT E YT
Febry

it Inf . ’ )
Submit Info Update: o . |
s ) {1) and [2) Strain identity ] . .
. [3) Pandemic warning, ’
wao's Who {4) Outbreak in NY ?

Awards

L2222 2]
Citing ProMED-mall [1] Strain identity
Date: Fri 24“Apr 2009
Source: CIDRAP News [(edited]
Donations <http: ts:.nwanmm.camhwacmnwanmmmnonnmvnmwnmwcmSNm

BHBELL BB RN
o :

Links

ShoHG

CIDRAP News, 2009 £E 4
B24R

@5a
EST

About ProMED-mail

Samples from a ammaw< nmmvwnmn0ﬂ< illness outbreak in Mexico annn: mi»no
influenza isolates from patients in the cawnnm states who had milder
illnesses, an official from the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) said today [24 Apr 2009), fueling mvoocwmnvoz that the
World Health Organization (WHO) could be on the verge of | raising the mwovmw
uw:nmawn alert level. Richard Besser, MD, CDC's acting director, told -

. reporters today during a press nmwanosnmnm:nm that the development is
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worrisome. "Our concern has grown since yesterday, based on what we've
learned,* he said. "We do not know if this will lead to the next pandemic,
but our scientists are monitoring it and take the threat very seriocusly."

The swine flu A/HIN1 strain has been confirmed .in one more US citizen, a
child from San Diego who has recovered, raising the total number of US
cases to 8, Besser said. The virus contains gene segments from 4 different
influeriza types:.North American swine, North American avian, human, and

Eurasian swine.
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WHO said noam< that Mexican officials have reported 3 mmnanwnm events. In
the Federal District, the number of cases rose steadily through April, and
as of yesterday, more than 854 nwumm of pneumonia, 59 of them fatal,” had
been reported in Mexico City: The illness outbreak in- Mexico nwn< prompted
the country's health minister, Jose Cordova, to cancel classes in Mexico
City today and advise students and adults to avoid crowded public places
and large events, Bloomberg News reported. Mexican officials also reported
24 cases with 3 deaths from an influenza-like illness in San Luis Potosi,
in-the central part of the country, and 4 cases with no nmwnSm in- :uxunnuu~
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near the US UOﬁuan~ WHO reported.

. " The virus in Mexico has primarily struck. Onrmntwua healthy young -mcH«-
: ' ’ WHO said, which.is a departure from seascnal influenza, which typically
v o ‘affects the very young and very -old. CDC's laboratory analyzed 14 samples
from mo<nnoww i1l Mexican patients and found that 7 of them had the same
swine flu mix as the virus that infected. the US patients. . mamuoﬂ called the
analysis preliminary, however, and said that CDC ddesn't.yet -have enough
information to draw conclusions. "We unuuw uon_n have osocms information
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about the extent of the spread or the illness spectrum.® WHO said today
Fhat Canada‘'s national laboratory has confirmed swine flu A/HIN1 in 18
isolates from Mexican patients, 12 of which were genetically identical to
the swine flu viruses from California.

WHO and CDC both said they were sending representatives to Mexico to assist
local authorities, and WHO said it has alerted its Global Alert and
Respgnse Network. Besser said that WHO will likely convene an expert panel
to discuss raising the pandemic alert level from 3 (human infection with
new influenza subtype with only rare human-to-human spread) to 4 (small
c}usters with localized human-to-human transmission). He said the experts
will consider 3 factors: the novelty of the virus, disease severity, and
how easily transmission of the virus is sustained. Global health officials
migﬁt consider a containment strategy such as dispatching antiviral
medications to affected parts of Mexico in an attempt to stop the spread of
the virus, but Besser said that such a measure might not work, because
there are signs that the virus has already spread from human to human over
long distances. "A focused, well defined area is not something we've seen
here," he said. CDC officials have said the swine flu A/HIN1 virus is
susceptible to the newer antivirals oseltamivir (Tamiflu) and zanamivir
(Relenza), but not the older ones, amantadine and rimantadine. Jeff
McLaughlin, a spokesman for GlaxoSmithKline, the maker of Relenza, told
CIDRAP News that the company is watching the swine flu developments
Flosely. Terry Hurley, a spokesman for Roche, which producds Tamiflu, said
itg “rapid response stockpile" is on 24-hour standby, as usual, for
deployment to WHO, which has not yet requested it.

The threat from the swine flu virus serves as a reminder for individuals
and businesses to think about their own level of preparedness, Besser said.
"This is a time for people to be thinking about that teachable moment." So
far, federal officials have not changed their travel recommendations to
?alifornia, Texas, or Mexico, though they have issued an advisory about the
increased health risk in certain parts of Mexico, urging travelers to take
standard precautions such hand washing, staying home when sick, and using
good coughing and sneezing hygiene.

[byline: Lisa Schnirring)

communicated by:
ProMED-mail
<promed@promedmail ,org>

[The *swine" influenza A(HIN1) virus associated with current outbreaks of
respiratory illness in the southern region of the USA and in Mexico appears
to be a complex reassortant containing genome components from avian, human,
and- swine virus sources. Such a virus is unique and it is too early to
conclude that this virus has originated in swine. )

According to the CDC website -(<http://www.cdc¢.gov/swineflu/>) swine
%nflpenza {swine flu) is 2 respiratory disease of pigs caused by type A
xnfluenza viruses that regularly cause outbreaks of influenza among pigs.
Syxne flu viruses do not normally infect humans; however, human infections
with swine flu do occur, and cases of human-to-human spread of swine flu
viruses has been documented. From December 2005 through February 2009, a
total of 12 human infections with swine influenza were reported from 10
states in the United States. Since March 2009, a number of confirmed human
cases of the new strain of swine influenza A (HIN1) virus infection in
California, Texas, and Mexico have been identified.

WhaFever the origin of the current outbreak virus it is likely that the
designation swine influenza virus will stick. - Mod.Cp)

koW

[2] Strain identity

Date: Fri 24 Apr 2009

Source: CBC News [abbreviated and edited]
“<http://www.cbc.ca/health/story/2009/04/24/health-£lu-mexico090424 .html>

Canadian lab confirms human swine flu cases in Mexico
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"Today we have received results which confirm that the virus is human swine
influenza," Leona Aglukkaq told a press conference in Ottawa, ontario,
Canada. A handful of cases of flu-like illness in Canadian residents who
recently returned from Mexico are being monitored; however, "there have
been no confirmed cases of human swine influenza yet" here, said Dr David
Butler-Jones, Canada's chief public health officer.

Mexico sent 51 specimens for testing to Canada's National Microbiolegy
Laboratory on Wednesday [21 Apr 2009]). 16 positives of swine flu were found
among the samples. Mexican health mirister Jose Angel Cordova said on
Friday that 20 people were killed in the outbreak and 1004 were infected
throughout the country, prompting WHO to convene an emergericy meeting on
saturday. Officials closed schools, museums and libraries Iin Mexico City on
Friday to limit spread of the virus.

Dr Rich Besser, acting head of the .US Centers for Disease Control (¢ocy),
said early analysis of Mexican samples of the virus showed it is very
similar to those responsible for 8 American cases, one confirmed on Friday.
All the US victims have recovered. Canada is working with Mexican and US
health officials to confirm that the virus in both countries is linked and
is in fact a new strain of influenza A HIN1 human swine virus, he added.

"This is an interesting virus. It's a brand new virus, not only to humans
but to the world," said Dr Frank Plummer, scientific director of the .
Winnipeg lab. "About ‘80 per cent of the virus is highly related to a North
American body [?] of swine flu that's been around for a number of years,
but about 20 per cent of it comes from an Eurasian variety of swine flu 1lst
seen in Thailand, so it's recombined [re-assorted ?] to create something
totally new. How it did that, where it did it, when it did.it, I don't,
think we know yet." .

CDC said the current strain of swine flu includes genetic material from 4
sources: North American swine influenzd viruses, North American’ avian
influenza viruses, human influenza virus, and swine influenza viruses fodna
in Asia and Burope -- a new combination that has not been recognized |
anywhere in the world before. There appears to be humap-to-human spread in
both the US and Mexico over a wide geographic area at this point, but
investigators are still checking for direct contact with swine. .

‘'WHO spokesperson Gregory Hartl said the agency needs to determine whethex'
the' outbreaks constitute an international public health threat. Hartl also
said 12 of 18 samples taken from victims in Mexico showed the virus had a
génetic structure identical to that of the virus found in California

.earlier this week. But he said the agency needs more information before it

changes its pandemic alert level, which currently stands at 3 on a scale of
one to 6. The virus was lst reported earlier this week a8 US health
officials scrambled to deal with the diagnoses of 7 people with the
never-before-seen 'strain in Texas and California. The states share a border
with Mexico not far from a town where 2 deaths were reported.

Hartl said health officials are dealing with 3 separate events in Mexico,
with most of the cases in and around the capital, Mexico City. Most of the
cases have occurred in healthy young adults, he added. "Because these cases
are not happening in the very old or the very young, which is normal with
seasonal influenza, this is an unusual event and a cause for heightened
concern, " Hartl said in an interview from WHO headquarters in Geneva. It is
also rare to see such high flu activity so late in the season, he said.
"The end of April, especially in a place like Mexico, you would think that
we would see quite a steep decline,” said Hartl.

on Thursday [23 Apr 2008], Canadian health officials issued advice warning
travellers who have recently returned from Mexico to be on alert far
flu-1ike symptoms that could be connected to the illness.

communicated by: )

Steven McAuley X . ..

Medical student ' : . . -
‘University of Otago : !
Dunedin, New Zealand
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[3} Pandemic warning
Date: Sat 25 Apr 2009
Source: MSNBC [edited)

. <http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/30398682>

Health officials prepare for swine flu "pandemic"

A new swine f£lu strain that has killed as many as 68 people and sickened
more than 1000 across Mexico has "pandemic potential,” the WHO chief said
on Saturday [25 Apr 2009], -and it may be too late to contain the sudden
outbreak. CDC has stepped up surveillance across the United States.. "We are
worried," said CDC's Dr Anne Schuchat. "We don't think we carn contain the
spread of this virus," said Schuchat, interim deputy director for the
Science and Public Health Program. "We are likely to find it in many other
places." Because cases have been detected in Californis, Texas, and in
several sites in Mexico, officials now must work to detect infections and
reduce their severity, .if possible. "It's time to prepare, time to think
ahead and to be prepared for some uncsrcaxnty,' she told reporters in a

telephone briefing on Saturday.

Two dozen new suspected cases were reported Saturday (25 Apr 2009} in .
Mexico City alone. Schools were closed and all public events suspended in
the capital until further notice --’including more than 500 concerts and
other gatherings in the metropolis of 20 million. A hot line fielded 2366
calls in its 1lst hours from frightened city regidents who suspected they
might have the disease. Soldiers and health workers handed out masks at
subway stops, and hospitals dealt with crowds of people seeking help.

WHO's dzrectot-general,.Margaret.Chan, said the outbreak of the
never-before-seen virus is a very serious situation and has “"pandemic

' potential". But she said it is still too early to tell if it would become a

pandemic. "The situation is evolving quickly," Chan said in a telephone
news conference in Geneva. "A new disease is by definition poorly
understood. "This virus 13 a mix of human, pig, and bird strains that
prompted the WHO to meet Saturday to consider declaring an international
public health emergency -- a step that could lead to travel advisories,
trade restrictions and border closures. Spokesman Gregory Hartl said a
decision would not be made on Saturday. :

Scientists have warned for years about the potential for a pandemic from
viruses that mix genetic material from humans and animals. Another reason
to worry is that authorities said the dead so far don't include vulnerable
infants and elderly. The Spanish flu pandemic, which killed at .least 40
million people worldwide in 1918-19, aleo 1st struck otherwise healthy
young adults. This swine flu and regular flu can have similar symptoms --
mostly fever, cough, and sore throat, though some of the US victims who
recovered also experienced vomiting and diarrhea. But unlike with regular
flu, humans don‘t have natural immunity to a virus that includes animal
genes -- and new vaccines can take months to bring into use.

But experts.at WHO and CDC say the nature of this outbreak way make
containment impossible. Already, more than 1000 people have been infected
in as many as 14 of:Mexico's 32 states, according to daily newspaper El ’
Universal. Tests show 20 people have died of the swine flu, and 48 other
deaths were probably due to the same strain.

- CDC and Canadian health officials were -studying samples sent from Mexico,

and airports around the world were screening passengers from Mexico for
symptoms of the new flu strain, saying they may quarantine passengers. But
CDC officials dismissed the idea of trying that in the United States. They
noted there had been no diréct contact between the cases in the San Diego
and ‘San Antonio areas, suggesting the virus had already spread from one
geographic area through other undiagnosed people. "Anything that would be
about containing it right now would purely be a political move," said
Michael Osterholm, a University of Minnesota pandemic expert.

Mexican President Felipe Calderon said hisg government only discovered the
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nature of the virus late on Thursday, with .the help of internacional

‘laboratories. ."We are doing everything necessary," he said in a brief

statement. But the government had said for days that ite growing flu

" caseload was nothing unusual, so the sudden turnaround angered many who

wonder if Mexxco missed an opportunity to contain the outbreak.

Across Mexico's capital, residents.reacted with fatallsm and confusion,
anger, and mounting fear at the idea that their city may be. ground zero for
a global epidemic. Authorities urged people to stay home if they feel sick

.and to avoid shaking hands or kissing people on the cheeks.

communicated by:

Charles H Calisher, PhD

Professor, Arthropod-borne and Infectious Diseases Laboratory
Department of Microbiology, Immunclogy and Pathology

3195 Rampart Rd, Delivery Code 1690, Foothills Campus

Fort Collins, CO 80523:1690

" College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

Colorado State University
<calisher@cybersafe.nets>
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{4] Suspected outbreak in New York

Date: Fri- 24 Apr 2009

Source: WCBS TV News [edlted]

<http: //wcbstv com/health/swine flu nyc.2.994071. htm1>

Possible swine flu outbreak at NYC prep school

New York city health officials say tha: about 75 students at a Queens high

_school have fallen ill with flu-like symptoms and: testing is under way. to
-~ rule out the strain of swine flu that has killed ‘dozens in Mexico. The

Health Department's Dr Don Weiss said on Friday {24 Apr 2009) that a team .
of agency doctors and investigators were dispatched to the private st
Francis Preparatory School the previous day after students reported fever,

sore throat, cough, aches, and paxns. No one has been hospitalized.

The handful of sick students who remained at the school were tested for a
variety of flu strains. If they're found to, have a known human strain that:
would rule out swine flu. Résults could take several days. In the meantime,
the school says it's postponing an evening event and sanltizxng the

.building over the weekend.

- Mexxcan’authorities said 60 people may have died from a swine flu virus in

Mexico, and world health officials worry it could unleash a global flu
epidemic, Mexico City closed schools, museums, libraries, and- state-run
theaters across the metropolis on Friday in hopes of containing the
outbreak that has sickened more than 900. The US Centers fox Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) said tests show some of the Mexico victims

- died frow the same new strain of swine flu that sickened & people in Texas
‘and California. It's a frightening new strain that combines genetic

material from pigs, birds and humans.'

WHO was loocking closely at the 60 deaths -- most of them in or near
Mexico's capital. It wasn't.yet clear what flu they ‘died from, but
spokesman Thomas Abraham said "We are very, very concerned. We have what
appears to be a novel virus apd it has spread from human’ to humau,“ he
saxd "It's.all hands on deck at the moment

WHO raised its internal alert ‘system on Friday, preparing to-divert more
money and personnel to dealing with the outbreak. President Felipe Caldexor
cancelled a trip and met with his Cabinet to coordinate Mexico's response.
The government has 500 000 flu vaccines and planned to adwinister them to -

_health workers, the highest risk group. There are no vaccinel avajlable for
.the general public in Mexico, and authotities urged people to avoid

hospitals unless they had a medical emergency, since hospitals are centers
of infection. Some. Mexitan residents have.started wearing blue surgical
masks for extra protection; reports CBS News correspondent Adrienne Baxd.

"The federal healch minister has warned people not, to ‘go, near anyona with a
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